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AWCH Recognises Australia's Ward Grannies

National Volunteer Week is the 10-16 May
2010 and AWCH would like to recognise at this
time the wonderful work of the AWCH Ward
Grandparent Volunteers. A ward granny or
grandpa is a volunteer who spends t ime with
a chi ld in hospital  when the parents cannot
be there, is ful ly committed to that chi ld and
undertakes to visit as often as possible. An
Associat ion for the Wel lbeing of Chi ldren in
Healthcare Ward Granny has patience, empathy
and a natural  love of chi ldren.

Ward grandparent volunteers are a valuable
resource for parents, chi ldren, and hospital
staff. They make a real difference to the
emotional s ide of heal ing by just 'being there'
when parents cannot. The Ward Grandparents
can be cal led upon to give their  t ime to the
chi ldren and provide a loving pair  of  arms and a
familiar, reassuring face.

The Award Winning AWCH Hospital Ward
Grandparent Scheme was establ ished in 1986
and has become a highly regarded service
in al l  major NSW chi ldren's hospitals,  and
increasingly in metropol i tan and rural  hospitals
and in other states.

Here is what one of Australia's Ward Grannies
had to say about her important work:

'In lieu of parents who cannot visit, I feed and
nurse babies (mostly premature ones) in the
neonatal Ward, usually for about six weeks until
they can go home. Some of them are so tiny I

can hardly feel  them in the bundle ( the smal lest
of  my'charges'was 13 weeks prem):  nursing,
even holding them is a del icate job since
equipment such as oxygen tubes must not be
displaces. I am there five days a week. Parting
from them is always sad, but I  am happy to
know that they go and take their rightful place
in their  famil ies. '
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A $50 donation to AWCH wil l  help us continue
to bring this wonderful service to Australian
famil ies in need.

Donate now http://www.awch.org.auldonate-
to-children-in-healthcare, php

Support our programs and services by going to
www.awch.org.au


